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Parish Priest:  Father Chris Roberts      Priest in Residence:  Father George Condookala   

Presbytery: 94 Manning Street, Kiama    Parish Office: 96 Manning Street (PO Box 299), Kiama 

Parish Secretary:  Louise Cobby       Office Hours:  9am - 1pm (Tues to Thurs); 9am - 4pm (Fri)  

Phone: (02) 4232 2081 Email:  kiama@dow.org.au  Web:  www.kiamacatholicchurch.com.au 
 

******************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************* 

SS PETER AND PAUL PRIMARY SCHOOL:  98 Manning St, (PO Box 248) Kiama 

Web:  www.ssppdow.catholic.edu.au    Principal:  Peter Michael     Admin Officer:  Liz Brown 

Ph: (02) 4232 2442   Fax: (02) 4232 1064    Email: info@ssppdow.catholic.edu.au 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

REFLECTION BY RICHARD LEONARD SJ

Margaret Thatcher once claimed that the 

Parable of the Good Samaritan showed 

Jesus' endorsement of the benefits of 

capitalism! The Baroness' logic ran that 

the hero of this famous story is the one 

who could afford to pay for the victim's 

care. She surmised that the reason the 

Samaritan had the wherewithal to do 

such a charitable act was because he 

worked hard and saved his money wisely. 

Her Ladyship said this central Christian 

parable was a justification of her 

government's policies demanding that 

unemployed people work for social 

security and be educated about saving 

their pennies. 

Politicians should stay away from biblical 

interpretation and theology. It has a 

habit of saying the opposite of what they 

think or want it too. Like many people, 

Lady Thatcher reads this parable in terms 

of charity and even then she is not really 

right. Jesus, however, says it is a lesson in 

mercy. The difference matters. 

It is not by accident that the phrase ‘as 

cold as charity’ is still current. Deciding 

on whom we will be kind to, just based 

on our ‘warm fuzzies' and the glow of our 

purses, may make us feel good; but it will 

result in a very wintry experience for the 

not-so-lucky recipient. When we 'do' 

charitable things, we can often remain 

powerful and untouched by the situation 

of those our money helps. 

St Thomas Aquinas, however, calls 

charity the mother of all virtues. He 

argues it is more concerned with the 

feelings of the heart than external action. 

Aquinas maintains that charity enables us 

to sort through our desires, to see what 

we really want – whom we actually love; 

it helps us use the other virtues to act 

accordingly. Christian charity is not a 

feel-good moment; it is a life-changing 

experience. Understood this way, the 

Good Samaritan can be a great example 

of charity, but quite differently from that 

outlined in the Gospel according to 

Margaret! 

For Jesus, nonetheless, he is a model of 

mercy. The Good Samaritan is not 'good' 

because he has the money to act on what 

he sees. His greatness is that he has eyes 

to see it at all. To really see it. The priest 

and the morality-teaching levite pretend 

it's not happening and walk on the other 

side of the road. But the most unlikely, 

the least liked person in Israel – a 

Samaritan – has the view of mercy. 

Christian tradition teaches us that mercy 

and justice are intertwined. Thomas 

Aquinas says that mercy helps us hear, 

and justice calls for us to do something. 

The Samaritan does what he can at the 

scene of the crime and then he takes the 

victim with him. He not only sees, but 

judges and acts. In doing so, he breaks 

nearly every religious and social law in 

the book; but it doesn't matter. The 

virtues of mercy and justice enable us to 

see all sorts of things more clearly, even 

civil and religious laws that inhibit the 

justice of God. 

This entire episode in Luke's Gospel is 

about the movement from an 

individualised faith, which can think that 

it is just 'me and Jesus against the world', 

to a faith that goes out to the world 

acting mercifully and justly. This parable 

is about what we see, whom we love, and 

what we want to do about it. 

WEEKDAY MASSES - KIAMA  

Tuesday  15/7   5.00pm    St Bonaventure 

Wednesday  16/7  8:00am  

Thursday 17/7  8:00am  

Friday  18/7  9:30am     

 

      

               
 

    

RECONCILIATION: Ss Peter and Paul Kiama 

Every Saturday: 8:30am – 9:00am (except Easter 
Saturday) Monthly: first Saturday, 5:00pm – 
5:30pm. 

WEDDINGS AND FUNERALS: by arrangement.  

BAPTISMS: Kiama – 2nd, 3rd & 4th Sundays of the 

month. Contact the Parish Office to book. 

COUNTER’S ROSTER:  13 July: Group 4 – Mike Doherty 

20 July: Group 4 – Gavan Hoctor 
25 December: Group 3 – Vonnie Gee 
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We would like to respectfully 

acknowledge the Wadi Wadi people of 

the Dharawal nation, who are the 

Traditional Custodians and First Peoples 

of the lands on which we worship. 
 

AS A PARISH WE OFFER 

OUR PRAYERS FOR: 
Those who are sick: 

Joy Raines; Nicole Phelan; All sick 

parishioners and sick relatives and 

friends of parishioners. 

Anniversaries: 

Graham Ottey; Barbara Murphy; Warren 

Beecham; Anthony Russell; Angelo 

Mifsud; Mary Newn; Donato Di Salvio; 

Greg Swords; Pat Green; Peter Kells; the 

Holy Souls in Purgatory and all 

parishioners whose anniversaries occur 

at this time. 

Recently Deceased: 

Sr Christina Connor; Hedi Stein; Mary 

Briffa; Eileen Doyle; Sr Hildegard Ryan 

osb; Norma James; Bill Toulmin; Damien 

Allport; Fr Aloysius Kondookalayil CST 

(brother of Fr George); Helen Cooney; 

All recently deceased friends and 

relatives of parishioners. 

Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord 

and let perpetual light shine upon 

them. May they rest in peace. Amen. 
 

 

GERRINGONG MEMORIAL 

GARDEN 
Spaces are available to purchase in the 

Memorial Garden at St Mary Star of the 

Sea, Gerringong for the interment of 

ashes, or for memorial plaques on the 

Memorial Wall. Please note: spaces in 

the Memorial Garden are available to 

both Catholics and non-Catholics. If 

you would like further information, 

please contact the Parish Office on 4232 

2081 or email kiama@dow.org.au  
 

ADORATION AND HOLY 

HOUR 
* Every Saturday - 8:00am to 9:00am, Ss 

Peter and Paul Church, Kiama. The hour 

includes Exposition of the 

Blessed Sacrament, Perpetual 

Succour Novena, Rosary and 

Divine Mercy Chaplet.                 

* Every Monday - 3:00pm to 

4:00pm, St Mary Star of the Sea Church, 

Gerringong. An invitation to all, to step 

into one hour of silent adoration in front 

of the Blessed Sacrament. All are 

welcome to attend. 
 

WAYS TO HELP SUPPORT 

OUR PARISH 
All financial support to our Parish is 

received primarily through the second 

collection at Mass and online Giving. 

Funds received cover all running costs 

and maintenance for the Parish. If you 

would like to provide support you can do 

so in the following ways: 

* Via the 2nd Collection at Mass.  

* Via the Donation Point Tap devices 

at the entry to Ss Peter and Paul and St 

Mary Star of the Sea churches (please 

note that all funds collected through 

these devices go towards the second 

collection, which is for the upkeep of 

the entire parish). 

* Via online donations. Visit the 

Diocesan website “Giving” page at  

https://www.dow.org.au/giving2/ for 
one-off donations or for signing up to 
regular Planned Giving. The website 
also has Information about wills and 

bequests.  

* Via Planned Giving envelopes: 

contact the Parish Office for a set of 

envelopes. 

* Via the DOW App: visit 

https://www.dow.org.au/giving2/parishg

iving/dow-app/ to download the 

Diocesan App. The App also has an 

amazing Diocesan Mass times finder, 

daily Mass readings, upcoming Diocesan 

news and events, and links to other 

important Diocesan media and 

resources. 
 

SVDP HELP CENTRE 
Mondays – 4.00pm to 5.00pm 

(excludinge public holidays) 

 
SVDP Kiama Conference operates a Help 

Centre in the Parish Meeting Room, 

Kiama, for those seeking assistance. 

People must phone for an appointment. 

Calls and texts are taken from 

12:00pm each Monday only. Please 

phone 0416 928 247. Current income 

statements and ID are required.  

* If you are interested in becoming a 

volunteer, new members are always 

welcome to join the team. All enquiries 

can be made through the Parish Office. 
 

PARISH PLAYGROUP 

 
Ss Peter and Paul Parish Hall, Kiama 

Wednesdays, 9:00am – 11:30am. 

Term 3 – 23 July, 6 & 20 August,  

3 & 17 September. 

For further details please contact Susie 

Hartley on 0438 377 292. 
 

SACRAMENTS 2025 

    
Information and enrolment forms for the 

2025 First Reconciliation and First Holy 

Communion programs are now available 

on the Parish website. Visit 

www.kiamacatholicchurch.com.au/sacra

mental-program 

Enrolments close on the following dates: 

* Confirmation – Finished for 2025. 

* First Reconciliation – Friday, 18 July 

* First Holy Communion – Friday, 12 

September 

 

LET US CONTINUE TO PRAY 

          
Following on from Archbishop Fisher's 

call to prayer, we as a parish will continue 

to pray that the sanctity of human life will 

be respected and reverenced from 

conception to natural death and that all 

legislation will promote the great dignity 

of each individual. Let us pray. 
 

PARISH OFFICE CLOSURE 
The Parish Office is closed due to the 

secretary being on leave. The Office will 

reopen at 9:00am on Tuesday, 22 July. Fr 

Chris and Fr George will be available by 

phone – contact 4232 2081 and listen to 

the answering service.  

NB: Fr Chris, and possibly Fr George, 

will be away at a Clergy Inservice from 

15-17 July. If both priests will be away, 

then weekday Masses on those dates 

will be Liturgy of the Word with Holy 

Communion. 

 

THE JOURNEY 
Your Diocesan Weekly Podcast 

The Journey is the weekly podcast for 

parishioners in the Diocese of 

Wollongong. Each week it brings you 

great music, formation in faith, with an 

array of fantastic presenters from our 
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Diocese and around Australia. Just go to 

www.jcr.org.au and we will send it to you 

each week. 
 

FIRST RECONCILIATION 

2025 
A reminder to parents that 

enrolments for First 

Reconciliation close on 

Friday, 18 July. The Parent 

Information Night will be 

held on Tuesday, 22 July or 

Thursday, 24 July at 7:00pm in Ss Peter 

and Paul Church. Kits will only be issued 

to those who have enrolled beforehand.  

For more information about the 

sacrament and for access to our online 

enrolment form visit: 

www.kiamacatholicchurch.com.au/sacra

mental-program  
 

KBECET PIE DRIVE  
Thank you to everyone 

who kindly supported 

the pie drive fundraiser 

for KBECET and 

Vinnies. Through your 

generosity, 54 pies will 

be donated to Vinnies for people in need 

over these cold winter months.  

Your orders can be collected on 

Monday, 21 July from Kiama Anglican 

Church Meeting Hall 2:30pm-5:00pm.  

For alternative arrangements please call 

me. Thank you for your generous 

support. God bless you.  

Gai Delavere. 0401 468 209 
 

2025 SIGNIFICANT 

MARRIAGE ANNIVERSARIES 

MASS 
If you are celebrating 25, 30, 40, 50, 60 or 

over 60 years of marriage this year, we 

invite you to the celebration of 

Significant Marriage Anniversaries, to be 

celebrated with Bishop Brian Mascord on 

Sunday 24 August at 2:00pm at St 

Francis Xavier Cathedral, Wollongong.  

Mass will be followed by light 

refreshments in the Xavier Centre 

Conference Room. Please register online 

at https://dow.sh/MA2025 by no later 

than Monday, 11 August 2025. Any 

enquiries please email Helen Bennett 

helen.bennett@dow.org.au 
 

WHAT’S ON AROUND THE 

DIOCESE? 
Check out upcoming formation courses, 

youth events, walks, camping and jubilee 

events – too many to list in one place. 

Subscribe here and we will keep you in 

the loop dow.sh/stayingconnected or 

visit dow.sh/weeklybulletin to see 

everything that is on around our Diocese! 
 

KAIROS PRISON MINISTRY 
Kairos to run in South Coast 

Correctional Centre, Nowra. 

Kairos Prison Ministry Australia is an 

interdenominational Christian ministry 

reaching out to incarcerated individuals 

and their families; to bring sustainable 

meaning and hope in the place of 

loneliness, isolation and despair. We at 

Kairos are delighted to let you know that 

we are now in the process of establishing 

a Kairos Inside (KI) for Men program in 

South Coast Correctional Centre, Nowra.  

 We have received approval from the 

Governor and his team to run the first 

Kairos Inside short course program 

within the jail. The date he has approved 

for the short course is from 13 to 

17 October. For further information 

please contact: Nowra KI co-

ordinator Jon Hale on 0408 027 736 or 

jonhale@kairos,org.au 
 

MENALIVE REGIONAL 

WEEKEND 
9 – 10 August 2025, Xavier 

Conference Centre, Wollongong 

Come along to our menALIVE weekend 

and be impacted by an encounter with 

the Gospel in the presence of other 

good men seeking to be renewed in faith 

and life. For more information and to 

register: https:/menalive-weekend-2025 
 

HEAR FROM POPE LEO XIV 
Sunday Echo  is a  limited-release 

resource the Diocese has developed that 

contains, using the Holy Father's most 

recent homily or reflection and 

accompanying discussion questions. 

Each issue will be released the day after 

Pope Leo XIV gives a homily or reflection 

on the most recent Sunday Gospel 

readings. To access them, or to sign up 

to have them sent straight to you, go to 

https://www.dow.org.au/media-

resources/faith-circles/  
 

FAITH CIRCLES 
Want your community to grow? Try 

Faith Circles 

Faith Circles is a weekly resource to help 

individuals but mainly small groups to 

come together in Parishes. In doing so it 

assists in the development of faith and 

community, a strong desire expressed in 

our Diocesan feedback from the National 

Church Life Survey.  The weekly Faith 

Circles resource is available for free to 

download. It is easy to use with simple 

questions and prayer points. It is 

available to download at 

www.dow.org.au/media-resources/faith-

circles/ or have it sent to you each month 

via email subscription. 
 

A VOCATION VIEW 
“The harvest is rich but the workers are 

few; therefore ask the harvest-master to 

send workers to his harvest.” Pray for 

vocations. Depend on God’s providence. 

(Luke 10:1-9). If you want to talk about 

your vocation, please contact the 

diocesan vocations director, Fr Duane 

Fernandez at vocations@dow.org.au 
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15TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME - YEAR C 

13 JULY 2025 

FIRST READING 

Deuteronomy 30:10-14 

Let the instruction of the Lord God be 

near you. 

Moses said to the people: ‘Obey the 

voice of the Lord your God, keeping 

those commandments and laws of his 

that are written in the Book of this Law, 

and you shall return to the Lord your 

God with all your heart and soul. 

‘For this Law that I enjoin on you today 

is not beyond your strength or beyond 

your reach. It is not in heaven, so that 

you need to wonder, “Who will go up 

to heaven for us and bring it down to 

us, so that we may hear it and keep it?” 

Nor is it beyond the seas, so that you 

need to wonder, “Who will cross the 

seas for us and bring it back to us, so 

that we may hear it and keep it?” No, 

the Word is very near to you, it is in 

your mouth and in your heart for your 

observance.’ 

The word of the Lord. 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 

Ps 68:14. 17. 30-31. 33-34. 36-37. R. 

see v.33 

(R.) Turn to the Lord in your need, 

and you will live. 

1.  This is my prayer to you, 

my prayer for your favour. 

In your great love, answer me, O 

God, 

with your help that never fails: 

Lord, answer, for your love is kind; 

in your compassion, turn towards 

me. (R.) 

2.  As for me in my poverty and pain 

let your help, O God, lift me up. 

I will praise God’s name with a song; 

I will glorify him with 

thanksgiving. (R.) 

3.  The poor when they see it will be 

glad 

and God-seeking hearts will revive; 

for the Lord listens to the needy 

and does not spurn his servants in 

their chains. (R.) 

4.  For God will bring help to Zion 

and rebuild the cities of Judah. 

The sons of his servants shall inherit 

it; 

those who love his name shall dwell 

there. (R.) 

SECOND READING 

Colossians 1:15-20 

All things were created through him 

and for him. 

Christ Jesus is the image of the unseen 

God and the first-born of all creation, 

for in him were created all things in 

heaven and on earth: everything visible 

and everything invisible, Thrones, 

Dominations, Sovereignties, Powers – 

all things were created through him 

and for him. Before anything was 

created, he existed, and he holds all 

things in unity. 

Now the Church is his body, he is its 

head. 

As he is the Beginning, he was first to 

be born from the dead, so that he 

should be first in every way; because 

God wanted all perfection to be found 

in him and all things to be reconciled 

through him and for him, everything in 

heaven and everything on earth, when 

he made peace by his death on the 

cross. 

The word of the Lord. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

See John 6:63. 68 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Your words, Lord, are spirit and life; 

you have the words of everlasting life. 

Alleluia! 

GOSPEL 

Luke 10:25-37 

Who is my neighbour? 

There was a lawyer who, to disconcert 

Jesus, stood up and said to him, 

‘Master, what must I do to inherit 

eternal life?’ He said to him, ‘What is 

written in the Law? What do you read 

there?’ He replied, ‘You must love the 

Lord your God with all your heart, with 

all your soul, with all your strength, and 

with all your mind, and your neighbour 

as yourself.’ ‘You have answered right,’ 

said Jesus, ‘do this and life is yours.’ 

But the man was anxious to justify 

himself and said to Jesus, ‘And who is 

my neighbour?’ Jesus replied, ‘A man 

was once on his way down 

from Jerusalem to Jericho and fell into 

the hands of brigands; they took all he 

had, beat him and then made off, 

leaving him half dead. Now a priest 

happened to be travelling down the 

same road, but when he saw the man, 

he passed by on the other side. In the 

same way a Levite who came to the 

place saw him, and passed by on the 

other side. But a Samaritan traveller 

who came upon him was moved with 

compassion when he saw him. He went 

up and bandaged his wounds, pouring 

oil and wine on them. He then lifted 

him on to his own mount, carried him 

to the inn and looked after him. Next 

day, he took out two denarii and 

handed them to the innkeeper. “Look 

after him,” he said, “and on my way 

back I will make good any extra 

expense you have.” Which of these 

three, do you think, proved himself a 

neighbour to the man who fell into the 

brigands’ hands?’ ‘The one who took 

pity on him,’ he replied. Jesus said to 

him, ‘Go and do the same yourself.’ 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

The psalm responses are from the English Translation of the 
Lectionary for the Mass © 1981 International Committee on 
English in the Liturgy Inc.(ICEL). All rights reserved. The psalm 
texts, from The Psalms, A New Translation, © 1963 by The 
Grail, England and used by permission of the publishers. The 
scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, 
published and © 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and 
Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of 
the publishers. © Creative Ministry Resources Pty Ltd 

 

READINGS – 20 JULY  
16th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 – Year C/1 

1ST READING: Gen 18:1-10 

PSALM: Ps 14:2-5 (R.) The just will live in 

the presence of the Lord. 

2ND READING: Col 1:24-28 

GOSPEL: Lk 10:38-42 

 


