SUNDAY, 4 JANUARY 2026

PARISH of Ss PETER AND PAUL, KIAMA

Incorporating the Church Communities of

St Mary Star of the Sea, Gerringong, St Matthew’s, Jamberoo,

and Ss Peter & Paul, Kiama.

Next Weekend’s Mass Times = 10/11 January 2026

Ss Peter and Paul, Kiama - Vigil 6:00pm; Sunday 8:00am and 6:00pm
St Mary Star of the Sea Gerringong and St Matthew's Jamberoo — Sunday 9:30am

SS PETER AND PAUL PRESBYTERY: 94 Manning St, Kiama

Parish Priest: Father Chris Roberts

Assistant Priest: Father George Condookala

SS PETER AND PAUL PARISH OFFICE: 96 Manning St, (PO Box 299) Kiama NSW 2533

Parish Secretary: Louise Cobby
Phone: (02) 4232 2081

Email: kiama@dow.org.au

Office Hours: 9am - 1pm (Tues to Thurs); 9am - 4pm (Fri)
Web: www.kiamacatholicchurch.com.au

L

s

SS PETER AND PAUL PRIMARY SCHOOL: 98 Manning St, (PO Box 248) Kiama Web: www.ssppdow.catholic.edu.au

Principal: Peter Michael Admin Officer: Liz Brown Ph: (02) 4232 2442 Fax: (02) 4232 1064 Email: info@ssppdow.catholic.edu.au

11 January: Group 3 - Vonnie Gee

WEEKDAY MASSES - KIAMA RECONCILIATION: Ss Peter and Paul Kiama
Every Saturday: 8:30am - 9:00am (except Easter
Tuesday 6/1  5.00pm Saturday) Monthly: first Saturday, 5:00pm -
Wednesday 7/1  8:00am 5:30pm.
WEDDINGS AND FUNERALS: by arrangement.
Thursday  8/1 8:00am
. BAPTISMS: Kiama — 29, 34 & 4t Sundays of the
Friday 9/1 9:30am month. Contact the Parish Office to book.
COUNTER’S ROSTER: 4 January: Group 2 - Ross Smith

SAVING FAMILY

Today the child born on Christmas is
revealed to be the long-awaited king
of the Jews.

As the priests and scribes interpret the
prophecies in today’s Gospel, He is the
ruler expected from the line of King
David, whose greatness is to reach to
the ends of the earth (see Micah 5:1-3;
2 Samuel 5:2).

Jesus is found with His mother, as
David's son, Solomon, was enthroned
alongside his Queen Mother (see 1
Kings 2:19). And the magi come to pay
Him tribute, as once kings and queens
came to Solomon (see 1 Kings 10:2,25).

REFLECTION

His coming evokes promises that
extend back to Israel’'s beginnings.

Centuries before, an evil king seeking
to destroy Moses and the Israelites had
summoned Balaam, who came from
the East with two servants. But Balaam
refused to curse Israel, and instead
prophesied that a star and royal staff
would arise out of Israel and be exalted
above all the nations (see Numbers
22:21; 23:7; 24:7, 17).

This is the star the three magi follow.
And like Balaam, they too refuse to be
tangled in an evil king's scheme. Their
pilgrimage is a sign—that the
prophesies in today's First Reading and
Psalm are being fulfilled. They come
from afar, guided by God's light,
bearing the wealth of nations, to praise
Israel’'s God.

We celebrate today our own entrance
into the family of God, and the
fulfillment of God's plan that all nations
be united with Israel as co-heirs to His

Fatherly blessings, as Paul reveals in
today's Epistle.

We too must be guided by the root of
David, the bright morning star (see
Revelation 22:16), and the light of the
world (see Isaiah 42:6; John 8:12).

As the magi adored Him in the manger,
let us renew our vow to serve Him,
placing our gifts—our intentions and
talents—on the altar in this Eucharist.
We must offer to Him our very lives in
thanksgiving. No lesser gift will suffice
for this newborn King.

Used with permission.
Originally published by the St Paul
Center for Biblical Theology.
For more reflections, studies, and

resources, go to stpaulcenter.com
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PARISH NOTICES

We would like to respectfully
acknowledge the Wadi Wadi people of
the Dharawal nation, who are the
Tradlitional Custodians and First Peoples
of the lands on which we worship.

AS A PARISH WE OFFER
OUR PRAYERS FOR:

Those who are sick:

Andrew Mulroe; Paul Anderson,
Margaret Di Salvio; Marg Snelling, John
Nash; Jason Dorahy; Mel Condon, Clare

Anderson; Joy Fardy; All sick
parishioners and sick relatives and
friend's of parishioners.
Anniversaries:

Terry McGill; Faye Roch; Michelle Makin;
Connie Debono-Cullen; Frank Mete;
Peter Clarke’ Pat Green, Peter Kells; the
Holy Souls in Purgatory and all
parishioners whose anniversaries occur
at this time.

Recently Deceased:

Ian McCarthy; Doreen Delaney,; Mary
Duck; Sr June Bath rsj; All recently
deceased friends and relatives of
parishioners.

Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord
and let perpetual light shine upon
them. May they rest in peace. Amen.

FUNERALS

* Doreen Delaney — 10:30am, Thursday,
8 January, Ss Peter and Paul Kiama.

* Jan McCarthy — 11:00am, Saturday, 10
January, Ss Peter and Paul Kiama.

WAYS T0 HELP SUPPORT
OUR PARISH

All financial support for our Parish is
received primarily through the second
collection at Mass and online Giving.
Funds received cover all running costs
and maintenance for the whole Parish. If
you would like to support us you can do
so in the following ways:

* Second Collection at Mass.

* Donation Point Tap devices at the
entry to Ss Peter and Paul and St Mary
Star of the Sea churches (please note
that all donations collected through
these devices go towards the second
collection, which is for the upkeep of
the entire parish).

* Online donations. Visit the Diocesan
website "Giving” page at
https://www.dow.org.au/giving2/ for
one-off donations or for signing up to
regular Planned Giving. The website also
has Information about wills and
bequests.

* Planned Giving envelopes: contact
the Parish Office for a set of envelopes.

* DOW App: Download the App at
https://www.dow.org.au/giving2/parishg
iving/dow-app/The App also has an
amazing Diocesan Mass times finder,
daily Mass readings, upcoming Diocesan
news and events, and links to other
important  Diocesan  media  and
resources.

SACRAMENTS 2026

Information and enrolment forms for the
2026 Sacramental Programme will be
available on the Parish website from the
beginning of Term 1.

For more information visit our website:
www.kiamacatholicchurch.com.au/sacra

mental-program

COLUMBAN CALENDARS

If anyone is still in need of a Columban
Calendar (cost: $15) please ring Thea on
0450 015 547.

CATHOLICS RETURNING
HOME

You may have family or friends who are
non-practicing Catholics who would like
to rekindle their Catholic faith. Dana &
Vince Breen are providing informal
information sessions. All-comers are
welcome no matter at what stage they
find themselves on their journey home.
For further information contact Louise at
the Parish Office 4232 2081 or
kiama@dow.org.au

GERRINGONG MEMORIAL
GARDEN

For the interment of ashes. If you would
like further information, please contact
the Parish Office on 4232 2081 or email
kiama@dow.org.au

ADORATION AND HOLY
HOUR

* Every Saturday - 8:00am to 9:00am, Ss
Peter and Paul Church, Kiama. The hour
includes Exposition of the
Blessed Sacrament, Perpetual
Succour Novena, Rosary and
Divine Mercy Chaplet.

* Every Monday - 11:00am to
12:00pm, St Mary Star of the S
Sea Church, Gerringong. An invitation to
all, to step into one hour of silent
adoration in front of the Blessed
Sacrament. A/l are welcome to attend.

SVDP HELP CENTRE

The SVDP Kiama Help
Centre is now closed
and will reopen
Monday 2 February
2026 from 4:00pm -
5:00pm. Anyone seeking assistance
during the holiday period can call the
central Vinnies Assist Centre on 13 18 12.

DIOCESAN NEWS

Check out upcoming formation courses,
youth events, walks, camping and jubilee
events. Subscribe here to see everything
that is on around our Diocese!
dow.sh/stayingconnected
or visit dow.sh/weeklybulletin

PARISH PLAYGROUP

Ss Peter and Paul Parish Hall, Kiama,

Wednesdays, 9:00am — 11:30am.

Term 12026: 5 & 19 February; 5 & 19
March; 1 April.

For further details please contact Susie

Hartley on 0438 377 292.

HOME COMMMUNION VISITS

If you know someone who would like to
receive Communion at home because of
illness or frailty, please contact Sr
Maureen on 0427 941 855.

FAITH CIRCLES

Faith Circles is a weekly resource to help
individuals but mainly small groups to
come together in Parishes. In doing so it
assists in the development of faith and
community, a strong desire expressed in
our Diocesan feedback from the National
Church Life Survey. The weekly Faith
Circles resource is available for free to
download. It is easy to use with simple
questions and prayer points.

It is available to download at
www.dow.org.au/media-resources/faith-
circles/ or have it sent to you each month
via email subscription.

VOCATION VIEWS

If you want to talk about your vocation,
please contact the diocesan vocations
director, Fr Duane Fernandez at
vocations@dow.org.au
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born priest who became the master
general of the Dominicans in 1238.
He was involved in writing Church law and
started a school that taught missionaries
the language and culture of the people to be
evangelised in Northern Africa and Spain.
His compassion helped many people to return to
God through Reconcilliation. He is the patron
saint of lawyers and canonists.

S t Raymond of Penyafort was a Spanish

Wordsearch

Try to find these words:

east
frankincense
gold
house
important
kneeled
myrrh
search
secretly
star
warned
wise
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THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD - YEAR A

FIRST READING
Isaiah 60:1-6

The glory of the Lord shines upon you.

Arise, shine out, Jerusalem, for your
light has come, the glory of the Lord is
rising on you, though night still covers
the earth and darkness the peoples.
Above you the Lord now rises and
above you his glory appears. The
nations come to your light and kings to
your dawning brightness.

Lift up your eyes and look round: all are
assembling and coming towards you,
your sons from far away and your
daughters being tenderly carried. At
this sight you will grow radiant, your
heart throbbing and full; since the
riches of the sea will flow to you; the
wealth of the nations come to you;
camels in throngs will cover you, and
dromedaries of Midian and Ephah;
everyone in Sheba will come, bringing
gold and incense and singing the
praise of the Lord.

The word of the Lord.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM
Ps 71:1-2. 7-8. 10-13, R. see v.11

(R.) Lord, every nation on earth will
adore you.

1. O God, give your judgement to the
king,
to a king's son your justice,
that he may judge your people in
justice
and  your
judgement. (R.)

poor in  right

2. In his days justice shall flourish
and peace till the moon fails.
He shall rule from sea to sea,
from the Great River to earth’s
bounds. (R.)

3. The kings of Tarshish and the sea
coasts
shall pay him tribute.
The kings of Sheba and Seba
shall bring him gifts.
Before him all kings shall fall
prostrate,

4 JANUARY 2026

all nations shall serve him. (R.)

4. For he shall save the poor when
they cry
and the needy who are helpless.
He will have pity on the weak
and save the lives of the poor. (R.)

SECOND READING
Ephesians 3:2-3. 5-6

The revelation means that pagans now
share the same inheritance, that they
are parts of the same bodly.

You have probably heard how I have
been entrusted by God with the grace
he meant for you, and that it was by a
revelation that I was given the
knowledge of the mystery. This
mystery that has now been revealed
through the Spirit to his holy apostles
and prophets was unknown to any
men in past generations; it means that
pagans now share the same
inheritance, that they are parts of the
same body, and that the same promise
has been made to them, in Christ Jesus,
through the gospel.

The word of the Lord.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Matthew 2:2

Alleluia, alleluia!

We have seen his star in the East;
and have come to adore the Lord.
Alleluia!

GOSPEL
Matthew 2:1-12

We have come from the East to
worship the king.

After  Jesus had been born
at Bethlehem in Judaea during the
reign of King Herod, some wise men
came to Jerusalem from the east.
‘Where is the infant king of the Jews?’
they asked. ‘We saw his star as it rose
and have come to do him homage.’
When King Herod heard this he was
perturbed, and so was the whole

of Jerusalem. He called together all the
chief priests and the scribes of the
people, and enquired of them where
the Christ was to be born.
‘At Bethlehem in Judaea,” they told
him, ‘for this is what the prophet wrote:

And vyou, Bethlehem, in the land
of Judah,

you are by no means least among the
leaders of Judah,

for out of you will come a leader

who will shepherd my people Israel.’

Then Herod summoned the wise men
to see him privately. He asked them the
exact date on which the star had
appeared, and sent them on to
Bethlehem. ‘Go and find out all about
the child,” he said ‘and when you have
found him, let me know, so that I too
may go and do him homage." Having
listened to what the king had to say,
they set out. And there in front of them
was the star they had seen rising; it
went forward and halted over the place
where the child was. The sight of the
star filled them with delight, and going
into the house they saw the child with
his mother Mary, and falling to their
knees they did him homage. Then,
opening their treasures, they offered
him gifts of gold and frankincense and
myrrh. But they were warned in a
dream not to go back to Herod, and
returned to their own country by a
different way.

The Gospel of the Lord.

The psalm responses are from the English Translation of the
Lectionary for the Mass © 1981 International Committee on
English in the Liturgy Inc.(ICEL). All rights reserved. The psalm
texts, from The Psalms, A New Translation, © 1963 by The
Grail, England and used by permission of the publishers. The
scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible,
published and © 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and
Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of
the publishers. © Creative Ministry Resources Pty Ltd

READINGS = 10/1 1
JANVARY

The Baptism of the Lord - Year A/2

1°T READING: Is 42:1-4, 6-7

PSALM: Ps 28:1-4, 9-10 (R.) The Lord will
bless his people with peace.

2N° READING: Acts 10:34-38

GOSPEL: Mt 3:13-17




