
                      SUNDAY, 10 MAY 2026 

PARISH of Ss PETER AND PAUL, KIAMA       
Incorporating the Church Communities of  

St Mary Star of the Sea, Gerringong; St Matthew’s, Jamberoo; 
and Ss Peter & Paul, Kiama. 

Next Weekend’s Mass Times – 16/17 May 2026 

Ss Peter and Paul, Kiama – Vigil 6:00pm; Sunday 8:00am and 5:00pm 

St Mary Star of the Sea Gerringong and St Matthew’s Jamberoo – Sunday 9:30am 
 

SS PETER AND PAUL PRESBYTERY:  94 Manning St, Kiama        

Parish Priest:  Father Chris Roberts      Assistant Priest:  Father George Condookala   
******************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************* 

SS PETER AND PAUL PARISH OFFICE:  96 Manning St, (PO Box 299) Kiama NSW 2533  

Parish Secretary:  Louise Cobby       Office Hours:  9am - 1pm (Tues to Thurs); 9am - 4pm (Fri)   

Phone: (02) 4232 2081          Email:  kiama@dow.org.au          Web:  www.kiamacatholicchurch.com.au 
******************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************* 

SS PETER AND PAUL PRIMARY SCHOOL:  98 Manning St, (PO Box 248) Kiama  Web: www.ssppdow.catholic.edu.au     

Principal: Peter Michael  Admin Officer: Liz Brown  Ph: (02) 4232 2442  Fax: (02) 4232 1064  Email: info@ssppdow.catholic.edu.au 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

REFLECTION  BY RICHARD LEONARD SJ 
There are two strong images in today's 

gospel: the law and love. In a few verses 

Jesus keeps moving between the two 

ideas because he knows how closely 

related they are. 

This can seem curious to modern ears 

because we have been duped into 

thinking that the law is the enemy of love, 

and that only freedom and joy are love's 

fruits. But think for a moment of people 

or projects we love, ones to which we are 

committed. We don't need a rulebook to 

call us to the most generous and 

sacrificial behaviour in their regard. We 

respond ‘above and beyond the call of 

duty’ not because of the law, but because 

of love. Jesus teaches us today that 

obedience to his commandments is a 

sub-set of our loving relationship with 

him. 

The word ‘obedience’ comes from the 

Latin word oboedire, meaning, ‘to listen 

carefully’. That's a gentler way of 

understanding Jesus' call. The more 

obedient we are to Christ's 

commandments, the more we are 

listening to his Spirit’s call in our lives. 

And what are these commandments to 

which we have to listen? Jesus said the 

whole law and the prophets could be 

summarised as ‘loving God and our 

neighbour, as we love ourselves’. If this 

seems too general a statement, then St 

Paul helps us fill out the details. Like 

Jesus, St Paul tells us the law of love is 

not primarily revealed in what we say, or 

how we feel, but in what we do. Christian 

love is an intensely practical affair. When 

we are patient, kind and gentle with each 

other we are obeying the law of love. So 

too when we forgive each other, tell the 

truth and remain faithful, we are listening 

most carefully to Christ's 

commandments. 

St Paul also tells us that another of the 

fruits of Christian love is self-control. 

Sacrifice and self-control are really where 

the law of love comes into its own. The 

secular world keeps peddling the myth 

that self-expression is the only way to 

happiness. Most of us can see how 

irrational this position is and how 

unliveable the world would be if 

everyone expressed all their feelings and 

desires as they wished. Sometimes the 

most loving thing is to do nothing. If we 

are very angry with friends, for example, 

abusing them physically or verbally won't 

help. If we are sexually attracted to our 

best friend’s spouse, having an affair will 

end in tears. On a more positive note, if 

we are alert to the poverty in which 

others live in our world, making sacrifices 

so that they might have something will 

not take away from us at all. Self-control 

is the ally of love and it helps us sort out 

the appropriate time to undertake the 

appropriate action. 

The path to true happiness is found in 

being self-controlled. The problem is that 

self-control doesn't come easily. We 

need to train ourselves in its art and 

practise it regularly and consistently so 

that we can enjoy seeing the benefits of 

winning smaller battles before we 

venture out on larger campaigns. If we 

cultivate an attitude of self-control, we 

can be sure that when we most need to 

exercise it, we are in charge of our 

emotional life rather than it being in 

charge of us. 

WEEKDAY MASSES - KIAMA  

Tuesday  12/5  5.00pm   

Wednesday  13/5 8:00am   

Thursday 14/5 8:00am  St Matthias  

Friday  15/5 9:30am   

 

 

 

      

               
 

    

RECONCILIATION: Ss Peter and Paul Kiama 

Every Saturday: 8:30am – 9:00am (except Easter 
Saturday) Monthly: first Saturday, 5:00pm – 
5:30pm (except Easter Saturday). 

WEDDINGS AND FUNERALS: by arrangement.  

BAPTISMS: Kiama – 2nd, 3rd & 4th Sundays of the 

month. Contact the Parish Office to book. 

COUNTER’S ROSTER:  10 May: Group 4 – Mike Doherty 

17 May: Group 1 – Gavan Hoctor 
25 December: Group 3 – Vonnie Gee 
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We would like to respectfully 

acknowledge the Wadi Wadi people of 

the Dharawal nation, who are the 

Traditional Custodians and First Peoples 

of the lands on which we worship. 
 

AS A PARISH WE OFFER 

OUR PRAYERS FOR: 

 
Those who are sick: 

Denise Tierney (nee Farrugia); Andrew 

Mulroe; Paul Anderson; Margaret Di 

Salvio; Marg Snelling; John Nash; Jason 

Dorahy; Mel Condon; All sick 

parishioners and sick relatives and 

friends of parishioners. 

Anniversaries: 

Brian Tyrie; Jan, Miecia & Zyguch; 

Bernard Cook; Sr Bernadette O’Sullivan; 

Kathryn Flynn; Peter Fogarty; Pat Green; 

Peter Kells; the Holy Souls in Purgatory 

and all parishioners whose anniversaries 

occur at this time. 

Recently Deceased: 

Donna Barry; Craig McLeod; Leonard 

Fletcher; Clare Manahan; All recently 

deceased friends and relatives of 

parishioners. 

Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord 

and let perpetual light shine upon 

them. May they rest in peace. Amen. 
 

 

GERRINGONG MEMORIAL 

GARDEN 
For the interment of ashes. If you would 

like further information, please contact 

the Parish Office on 4232 2081 or email 

kiama@dow.org.au 
 

ADORATION AND HOLY 

HOUR 
* SS PETER AND PAUL KIAMA: Every 

Saturday, 8:00am to 9:00am. Includes 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament, 

Perpetual Succour Novena, 

Rosary and Divine Mercy 

Chaplet.                 

* ST MARY STAR OF THE 

SEA GERRINGONG: Every 

Monday, 11:00am to 

12:00pm. An invitation to all, 

to step into one hour of silent adoration 

in front of the Blessed Sacrament.  

WAYS TO HELP SUPPORT 

OUR PARISH 
All financial support for our Parish is 

received primarily through the second 

collection at Mass and online Giving. 

Funds received cover all running costs 

and maintenance for the whole Parish. If 

you would like to support us you can do 

so in the following ways: 

* Second Collection at Mass.  

* Donation Point Tap devices – located 

in Ss Peter and Paul and St Mary Star of 

the Sea churches (all donations 

collected through these devices go 

towards the second collection, which 

is for the upkeep of the entire parish). 

* Online donations. Visit the Diocesan 

website “Giving” page at  

https://www.dow.org.au/giving2/ for 

one-off donations or for signing up to 

regular Planned Giving. The website also 

has information about wills and 

bequests.  

* Planned Giving envelopes: contact 

the Parish Office for a set of envelopes. 

* DOW App: Download the App at  

https://www.dow.org.au/giving2/parishg

iving/dow-app/The App also has an 

amazing Diocesan Mass times finder, 

daily Mass readings, upcoming Diocesan 

news and events, and links to other 

important Diocesan media and 

resources. 
 

PARISH SAFEGUARDING 

COMMITMENT 

Ss Peter and Paul Parish is committed to 

safeguarding and upholding the dignity 

and rights of all our children and 

vulnerable people. If anyone has any 

concerns or questions about these 

matters, please contact a member of our 

Parish Safeguarding Team: 

Maggie Phelan - 0417 064 826 

Carole Parsons - 0429 040 502 

Julieanne Douglas - 0418 491 125 
 

HOME COMMMUNION VISITS 
If you know someone who would like to 

receive Communion at home because of 

illness or frailty, please contact the Parish 

Office. 
 

PARISH PLAYGROUP 
Ss Peter and Paul Parish Hall, Kiama, 

Wednesdays, 9:00am – 11:30am.  

Term 2 2026: 20 May; 3 & 17 June;  

1 July. 

For further details please contact Susie 

Hartley on 0438 377 292. 
 

SVDP HELP CENTRE 
Mondays – 4:00pm to 5:00pm 

(excluding public holidays) 

SVDP Kiama Conference operates a Help 

Centre in the Parish Meeting Room, 

Kiama, for those seeking assistance. 

People must phone for an appointment. 

Calls and texts are taken from 

12:00pm each Monday only. Please 

phone 0416 928 247. Current income 

statements and ID are required.  
 

SACRAMENTS 2026 

    
Information about the 2026 Sacramental 

Program is now available on the Parish 

website. For more information about 

each Sacrament and dates for each 

program please visit our website: 

https://www.kiamacatholicchurch.com.a

u/sacramental-program  

ENROLMENT DATES 
* Confirmation – Enrolments closed. 

* First Reconciliation – Online 

enrolments close Friday, 24 July. 

* First Holy Communion – Online 

enrolments close Friday, 11 September. 
 

2026 MASS COUNT 
National Count of Attendance 

The 2026 National Count of Attendance 

(Mass Count) will take place over each 

weekend in May. This count is overseen 

by the Australian Catholic Bishop’s 

National Centre for Pastoral Research 

(NCPR) and is conducted in the same 

year as the Australian Census (to be held 

on 11 August 2026) so that the 

information collected can most 

effectively be used in association with 

results from this other Federal 

government project. All dioceses 

throughout Australia are required to take 

part. Given this requirement, our own 

Diocesan Annual Mass Count, which is 

usually held in October-November, will 

not be conducted in 2026. 
 

DIOCESAN NEWS 
Check out upcoming Diocesan events 

and courses - too many to list in one 

place. Subscribe at 

dow.sh/stayingconnected and we will 

keep you in the loop about what’s 

happening around our Diocese! 
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SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER  - YEAR A 

10 MAY 2026 

FIRST READING 

Acts of the Apostles 8:5-8. 14-17 

They laid hands on them, and they 

received the Holy Spirit. 

Philip went to a Samaritan town and 

proclaimed the Christ to them. The 

people united in welcoming the message 

Philip preached, either because they had 

heard of the miracles he worked or 

because they saw them for themselves. 

There were, for example, unclean spirits 

that came shrieking out of many who 

were possessed, and several paralytics 

and cripples were cured. As a result there 

was great rejoicing in that town. 

When the apostles in Jerusalem heard 

that Samaria had accepted the word of 

God, they sent Peter and John to them, 

and they went down there, and prayed 

for the Samaritans to receive the Holy 

Spirit, for as yet he had not come down 

on any of them: they had only been 

baptised in the name of the Lord Jesus. 

Then they laid hands on them, and they 

received the Holy Spirit. 

The word of the Lord. 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 

Ps 65:1-7. 16. 20. R. see v.1 

(R.) Let all the earth cry out to God 

with joy. 

1.  Cry out with joy to God all the earth, 

O sing to the glory of his name. 

O render him glorious praise. 

Say to God: ‘How tremendous your 

deeds! (R.) 

2.  ‘Before you all the earth shall bow; 

shall sing to you, sing to your name!’ 

Come and see the works of God, 

tremendous his deeds among 

men. (R.) 

3.  He turned the sea into dry land, 

they passed through the river dry-

shod. 

Let our joy then be in him; 

he rules for ever by his might. (R.) 

4.  Come and hear, all who fear God. 

I will tell what he did for my soul: 

Blessed be God who did not reject my 

prayer 

nor withhold his love from me. (R.) 

SECOND READING 

1 Peter 3:15-18 

In the body he was put to death, in the 

spirit he was raised to life. 

Reverence the Lord Christ in your hearts, 

and always have your answer ready for 

people who ask you the reason for the 

hope that you all have. But give it with 

courtesy and respect and with a clear 

conscience, so that those who slander 

you when you are living a good life in 

Christ may be proved wrong in the 

accusations that they bring. And if it is 

the will of God that you should suffer, it 

is better to suffer for doing right than for 

doing wrong. 

Why, Christ himself, innocent though he 

was, had died once for sins, died for the 

guilty, to lead us to God. In the body he 

was put to death, in the spirit he was 

raised to life. 

The word of the Lord. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

John 14:23 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

All who love me will keep my words, 

and my Father will love them and we will 

come to them. 

Alleluia! 

GOSPEL 

John 14:15-21 

I shall ask the Father and he will give you 

another Advocate. 

Jesus said to his disciples: 

‘If you love me you will keep my 

commandments. I shall ask the Father, 

and he will give you another Advocate to 

be with you for ever, that Spirit of truth 

whom the world can never receive since 

it neither sees nor knows him; but you 

know him, because he is with you, he is 

in you.  

I will not leave you orphans; I will come 

back to you. In a short time the world will 

no longer see me; but you will see me, 

because I live and you will live. On that 

day you will understand that I am in my 

Father and you in me and I in you.  

Anybody who receives my 

commandments and keeps them will be 

one who loves me; and anybody who 

loves me will be loved by my Father, and 

I shall love him and show myself to him.’ 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

READINGS FOR 17 MAY  
The Ascension of the Lord – Year A/1 

1ST READING: Acts 1:1-11  

PSALM: Ps 46:2-3, 6-9 (R.)  God mounts 

his throne to shouts of joy; a blare of 

trumpets for the Lord. 

2ND READING: Eph 1:17-23 

GOSPEL: Mt 28:16-20 

 

 
 

A MOTHER’S DAY 

BLESSING 
May Mary, the mother of our Lord, 

all the saints and all the holy women of 

ages past, be with you. 

May the gentle spirits of sun, wind and 

rain, the promise of spring, 

and the beauty of flowers be your 

constant companions. 

May God, compassionate as a mother, 

cause His blessing to rest on you.  

Amen. 

Happy Mother’s Day to all 
mothers, and all women who 

are like mothers. 

 


