
                      SUNDAY, 20 JULY 2025 

PARISH of Ss PETER AND PAUL, KIAMA       
Incorporating the Church Communities of  

St Mary Star of the Sea, Gerringong; St Matthew’s, Jamberoo; 
and Ss Peter & Paul, Kiama. 

Next Weekend’s Mass Times – 26/27 July 2025 

Ss Peter and Paul, Kiama – Vigil 6:00pm; Sunday 8:00am and 5:00pm 

St Mary Star of the Sea Gerringong and St Matthew’s Jamberoo – Sunday 9:30am 
 

Parish Priest:  Father Chris Roberts      Priest in Residence:  Father George Condookala   

Presbytery: 94 Manning Street, Kiama    Parish Office: 96 Manning Street (PO Box 299), Kiama 

Parish Secretary:  Louise Cobby       Office Hours:  9am - 1pm (Tues to Thurs); 9am - 4pm (Fri)  

Phone: (02) 4232 2081 Email:  kiama@dow.org.au  Web:  www.kiamacatholicchurch.com.au 
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Web:  www.ssppdow.catholic.edu.au    Principal:  Peter Michael     Admin Officer:  Liz Brown 
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REFLECTION 

SERVING WITH GENEROSITY 

It’s interesting that it was Martha who 

welcomed Jesus, but it was Mary who sat 

at His feet listening to Him. As the story 

goes on, we discover that Martha took 

her responsibility of hospitality seriously; 

she was very busy preparing a meal. But 

it appears that Mary needed a different 

form of hospitality from our Lord 

Himself. As Martha prepared to feed 

Jesus so as to care for His physical 

hunger, Mary sought to be fed by our 

Lord so as to feed her spiritual hunger. 

And interestingly, it was the generosity of 

Martha who was diligent in preparing the 

meal that made it possible for her sister 

to receive the spiritual food she longed 

for. 

When we read this story, we can easily 

become critical of Martha because she 

complained to Jesus about her sister. It is 

easy to see Martha’s frustration in her 

words, “Lord, do you not care that my 

sister has left me by myself to do the 

serving? Tell her to help me.” And though 

Martha may have been a little impatient, 

Jesus’ response to her was gentle and 

corrective. “Martha, Martha, you are 

anxious and worried about many things. 

There is need of only one thing. Mary has 

chosen the better part and it will not be 

taken from her.” What was that “better 

part?” It was Mary’s prayerful 

attentiveness to Jesus. She was hungry 

for His teaching, and Jesus offered it to 

her in a very personal and loving way. 

And though this image of Mary before 

Jesus is a beautiful image to ponder and 

to use as a model of our own prayer, 

there is also something important to be 

said about Martha’s role in making 

Mary’s prayer possible. 

Because Martha was diligent in taking 

care of the duties of hospitality, Mary felt 

the freedom to sit at Jesus’ feet. Perhaps 

the ideal response from Martha would 

have been to notice that Mary was being 

spiritually fed by our Lord and to rejoice 

in that fact, giving her the continued 

freedom to sit at Jesus’ feet. If Martha 

would have realized this, then she would 

have continued working in the 

background so that her sister could 

continue listening to Jesus. But even 

though Martha did interrupt this sacred 

moment for her sister, the fact remains 

that her initial diligence in taking care of 

preparing the meal did give Mary some 

time alone with Jesus. 

In a similar way, we will all be given 

various opportunities in life to take care 

of the daily mundane tasks that are 

needed within a family or community. It 

is easy to fall into the trap of thinking that 

unless everyone does their equal part, 

then things are not fair. But being “fair” 

should not be our focus. True charity, 

especially within the family, means that, 

first and foremost, we look for 

opportunities to better the lives of those 

around us. For example, spending extra 

time cleaning a home so that others can 

enjoy it more adds much to family life. Or 

spending hours preparing a nice meal for 

family or friends may afford everyone the 

opportunity of time well spent together. 

These are only a couple of the countless 

ways that our diligence and generosity 

toward others is fruitful, especially within 

family life. 

Source of content: www.mycatholic.life  

WEEKDAY MASSES - KIAMA  

Tuesday  22/7   5.00pm    St Mary Magdalene 

Wednesday  23/7  8:00am  

Thursday 24/7  8:00am  

Friday  25/7  9:30am    St James 

 

      

               
 

    

RECONCILIATION: Ss Peter and Paul Kiama 

Every Saturday: 8:30am – 9:00am (except Easter 
Saturday) Monthly: first Saturday, 5:00pm – 
5:30pm. 

WEDDINGS AND FUNERALS: by arrangement.  

BAPTISMS: Kiama – 2nd, 3rd & 4th Sundays of the 

month. Contact the Parish Office to book. 

COUNTER’S ROSTER:  20 July: Group 4 – Gavan Hoctor 

27 July: Group 1 – Ross Smith 
25 December: Group 3 – Vonnie Gee 
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We would like to respectfully 

acknowledge the Wadi Wadi people of 

the Dharawal nation, who are the 

Traditional Custodians and First Peoples 

of the lands on which we worship. 
 

AS A PARISH WE OFFER 

OUR PRAYERS FOR: 

 
Those who are sick: 

Joy Raines; All sick parishioners and sick 

relatives and friends of parishioners. 

Anniversaries: 

Graham Ottey; Barbara Murphy; Warren 

Beecham; Anthony Russell; Angelo 

Mifsud; Mary Newn; Donato Di Salvio; 

Pat Green; Peter Kells; the Holy Souls in 

Purgatory and all parishioners whose 

anniversaries occur at this time. 

Recently Deceased: 

Sr Christina Connor; Hedi Stein; Mary 

Briffa; Eileen Doyle; Sr Hildegard Ryan 

osb; All recently deceased friends and 

relatives of parishioners. 

Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord 

and let perpetual light shine upon 

them. May they rest in peace. Amen. 
 

 

GERRINGONG MEMORIAL 

GARDEN 
Spaces are available to purchase in the 

Memorial Garden at St Mary Star of the 

Sea, Gerringong for the interment of 

ashes, or for memorial plaques on the 

Memorial Wall. Please note: spaces in 

the Memorial Garden are available to 

both Catholics and non-Catholics. If 

you would like further information, 

please contact the Parish Office on 4232 

2081 or email kiama@dow.org.au  
 

ADORATION AND HOLY 

HOUR 
* Every Saturday - 8:00am to 9:00am, Ss 

Peter and Paul Church, Kiama. The hour 

includes Exposition of the Blessed 

Sacrament, Perpetual Succour 

Novena, Rosary and Divine 

Mercy Chaplet.                 

* Every Monday - 3:00pm to 

4:00pm, St Mary Star of the Sea 

Church, Gerringong. An invitation to all, 

to step into one hour of silent adoration 

in front of the Blessed Sacrament. All are 

welcome to attend. 

WAYS TO HELP SUPPORT 

OUR PARISH 
All financial support to our Parish is 

received primarily through the second 

collection at Mass and online Giving. 

Funds received cover all running costs 

and maintenance for the Parish. If you 

would like to provide support you can do 

so in the following ways: 

* Via the 2nd Collection at Mass.  

* Via the Donation Point Tap devices 

at the entry to Ss Peter and Paul and St 

Mary Star of the Sea churches (please 

note that all funds collected through 

these devices go towards the second 

collection, which is for the upkeep of 

the entire parish). 

* Via online donations. Visit the 

Diocesan website “Giving” page at  

https://www.dow.org.au/giving2/ for 
one-off donations or for signing up to 
regular Planned Giving. The website 
also has Information about wills and 

bequests.  

* Via Planned Giving envelopes: 

contact the Parish Office for a set of 

envelopes. 

* Via the DOW App: visit 

https://www.dow.org.au/giving2/parishg

iving/dow-app/ to download the 

Diocesan App. The App also has an 

amazing Diocesan Mass times finder, 

daily Mass readings, upcoming Diocesan 

news and events, and links to other 

important Diocesan media and 

resources. 
 

SVDP HELP CENTRE 
Mondays – 4.00pm to 5.00pm 

(excludinge public holidays) 

SVDP Kiama Conference operates a Help 

Centre in the Parish Meeting Room, 

Kiama, for those seeking assistance. 

People must phone for an appointment. 

Calls and texts are taken from 

12:00pm each Monday only. Please 

phone 0416 928 247. Current income 

statements and ID are required.  

* If you are interested in becoming a 

volunteer, new members are always 

welcome to join the team. All enquiries 

can be made through the Parish Office. 
 

 

PARISH PLAYGROUP 
Ss Peter and Paul Parish Hall, Kiama 

Wednesdays, 9:00am – 11:30am. 

Term 3 – 23 July, 6 & 20 August,  

3 & 17 September. 

For further details please contact Susie 

Hartley on 0438 377 292. 
 

SACRAMENTS 2025 

    
Information and enrolment forms for the 

2025 First Reconciliation and First Holy 

Communion programs are now available 

on the Parish website. Visit 

www.kiamacatholicchurch.com.au/sacra

mental-program 

Enrolments close on the following dates: 

* Confirmation – Finished for 2025. 

* First Reconciliation – Enrolments 

closed. 

* First Holy Communion – Friday, 12 

September 

 

LET US CONTINUE TO PRAY 

          
Following on from Archbishop Fisher's 

call to prayer, we as a parish will continue 

to pray that the sanctity of human life will 

be respected and reverenced from 

conception to natural death and that all 

legislation will promote the great dignity 

of each individual. Let us pray. 
 

FIRST RECONCILIATION 

2025 
A reminder to parents that 

the First Reconciliation 

Parent Information Night 

will be held on Tuesday, 22 

July or Thursday, 24 July at 

7:00pm in Ss Peter and Paul Church. The 

Parent Information Night requires at 

least one parent or guardian to attend 

one information session – children are 

not required to attend.  
 

KBECET PIE DRIVE  
Thank you to everyone 

who kindly supported 

the pie drive fundraiser 

for KBECET and 

Vinnies. Through your 

generosity, 54 pies will 

be donated to Vinnies for people in need 

over these cold winter months.  

Your orders can be collected on 

Monday, 21 July from Kiama Anglican 

Church Meeting Hall 2:30pm-5:00pm.  

For alternative arrangements please call 

me. Thank you for your generous 

support. God bless you.  

Gai Delavere. 0401 468 209 
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16TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME - YEAR C 

20 JULY 2025 

FIRST READING 

Genesis 18:1-10 

Lord, do not bypass your servant. 

The Lord appeared to Abraham at the 

Oak of Mamre while he was sitting by 

the entrance of the tent during the 

hottest part of the day. He looked up, 

and there he saw three men standing 

near him. As soon as he saw them he 

ran from the entrance of the tent to 

meet them, and bowed to the ground.  

‘My lord,’ he said, ‘I beg you, if I find 

favour with you, kindly do not pass 

your servant by. A little water shall be 

brought; you shall wash your feet and 

lie down under the tree. Let me fetch a 

little bread and you shall refresh 

yourselves before going further. That is 

why you have come in your servant’s 

direction.’ They replied, ‘Do as you say.’ 

Abraham hastened to the tent to 

find Sarah. ‘Hurry,’ he said, ‘knead 

three bushels of flour and make 

loaves.’ Then running to the 

cattle Abraham took a fine and tender 

calf and gave it to the servant, who 

hurried to prepare it. Then taking 

cream, milk and the calf he had 

prepared, he laid all before them, and 

they ate while he remained standing 

near them under the tree. 

‘Where is your wife Sarah?’ they asked 

him. ‘She is in the tent,’ he replied. 

Then his guest said, ‘I shall visit you 

again next year without fail and your 

wife will then have a son.’ 

The word of the Lord. 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 

Ps 14:2-5. R. v.1 

(R.) The just will live in the presence 

of the Lord. 

1.  Lord, who shall dwell on your holy 

mountain? 

He who walks without fault; 

he who acts with justice 

and speaks the truth from his heart; 

he who does not slander with his 

tongue. (R.) 

2.  He who does no wrong to his 

brother, 

who casts no slur on his neighbour, 

who holds the godless in disdain, 

but honours those who fear the 

Lord. (R.) 

3.  He who keeps his pledge, come 

what may; 

who takes no interest on a loan 

and accepts no bribes against the 

innocent. 

Such a man will stand firm for 

ever. (R.) 

SECOND READING 

Colossians 1:24-28 

The mystery hidden for centuries has 

now been revealed to his saints. 

It makes me happy to suffer for you, as 

I am suffering now, and in my body to 

do what I can to make up all that has 

still to be undergone by Christ for the 

sake of his body, the Church.  

I became the servant of the Church 

when God made me responsible for 

delivering God’s message to you, the 

message which was a mystery hidden 

for generations and centuries and has 

now been revealed to his saints.  

It was God’s purpose to reveal it to 

them and to show all the rich glory of 

this mystery to pagans. The mystery is 

Christ among you, your hope of glory: 

this is the Christ we proclaim, this is the 

wisdom in which we thoroughly train 

everyone and instruct everyone, to 

make them all perfect in Christ. 

The word of the Lord. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

See Luke 8:15 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Happy are they who have kept the 

word with a generous heart 

and yield a harvest through 

perseverance. 

Alleluia! 

 

 

 

GOSPEL 

Luke 10:38-42 

Martha took up the duties in the house. 

Mary chose the better part. 

Jesus came to a village, and a woman 

named Martha welcomed him into her 

house. She had a sister called Mary, 

who sat down at the Lord’s feet and 

listened to him speaking. Now Martha 

who was distracted with all the serving 

said, ‘Lord, do you not care that my 

sister is leaving me to do the serving all 

by myself? Please tell her to help me.’ 

But the Lord answered: ‘Martha, 

Martha,’ he said, ‘you worry and fret 

about so many things, and yet few are 

needed, indeed only one. It is Mary 

who has chosen the better part; it is not 

to be taken from her.’ 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

The psalm responses are from the English Translation of the 
Lectionary for the Mass © 1981 International Committee on 
English in the Liturgy Inc.(ICEL). All rights reserved. The psalm 
texts, from The Psalms, A New Translation, © 1963 by The 
Grail, England and used by permission of the publishers. The 
scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, 
published and © 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and 
Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of 
the publishers. © Creative Ministry Resources Pty Ltd 

 

READINGS – 27 JULY  
17th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 – Year C/1 

1ST READING: Gen 18:20-32 

PSALM: Ps 137:1-3, 6-8 (R.) Lord, on the 

day I called for help, you answered me. 

2ND READING: Col 2:12-14 

GOSPEL: Lk 11:1-13 

 


